Dear parents,
Throughout the year, parents frequently ask me about purchasing a small xylophone for home use. With Christmas around the corner,   I thought this might be the time to make you aware of several options for making or purchasing a xylophone for home use. 
Here are some options to buy (or build) a home xylophone.
1) Here is a link to the company that makes the xylophones we use at school. 
http://www.peripole.com/items/category_view/165  ( look for the soprano $424 and alto $574)
 
2) Many of you may be aware that I make xylophones and marimbas, but if you’ve never seen the instruments I make and would like to find out more, please swing by my classroom.  In addition to the larger marimbas I made for our school, I have several mini-marimbas (about the size of our school xylophones) that I made up in my shop in Washington.  I would really love to sell the dozen or so instruments that I have on hand.  I hired an expert craftsman when designing these and I believe you will find that they are better made and have a better sound than those listed above and I sell them for half the price.  ($275).
 
3) If you are a wood worker and would like to make a mini-marimba. I would be happy to supply you with plans, but must warn you it would be a learning curve, and isn't as cut and dried as normal wood working projects. You could probably make this with more primitive tools, but it would be nice to have: table saw, router, band saw, jointer, planer, and a 4x36" (minimum) belt sander.
 
Let me know if you have this interest and I can help in any way.
 
Have a great three day weekend!
Byron
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