Dear Students and Parents,
Welcome to what is sure to be a fun filled 2011 – 2012 school year.   Everyone is excited to be at our beautiful new campus.  We appreciate your patience and understanding as we begin this new journey together.  We look forward to getting to know each of you and we hope this letter will help you and your child to be prepared for the first week of school. 
Daily:

Please have your child bring a backpack to school every day.  There will be many things including a homework folder that they will be responsible for carrying to and from school. Students also need a nutritious snack daily.  Be sure that your child’s clothing and lunch box (jackets, sweaters, coats, etc.) are all labeled with their name.
Lunch:

Students may bring a lunch from home or purchase a school lunch.  School lunches must be prepaid for.  

Homework:
Students will have approximately 20 - 30 minutes of homework and an additional 20 - 30 minutes of reading each night.  Saxon Math will be sent home nightly Monday through Thursday.  Side B along with any additional fact practices are to be completed and returned the following day.  Spelling words for each week will be sent home at the beginning of each month.  Should you lose this page it can always be accessed on the class web page.  Spelling homework is due every Friday. The monthly Spelling page will have the words for each week listed along with some word and sentence practice activities.  A practice spelling test will be given on Thursdays (100% on Thursday practice = no test for that student on Friday)and a final test will be given on Fridays.  All homework will be sent home in a homework folder.  Students will be responsible for bringing home & returning the folder daily.  Please check the folder and remove notes, & completed work weekly.
The Office:

Parent Volunteers must visit the office to sign in and to obtain a volunteer badge. If you plan to pick your child up early, you must go to the office first and sign them out. The office will contact the teacher to release your child.

Money:

Occasionally, it may be necessary for your child to bring money to school (book orders, Jamba Juice, snack cart, field trips, etc.).  Always send money in an envelope labeled with what the money is for and your child’s name.
Book Orders:
Once a month your child will be bringing home book order forms.  If you wish to order, visit the Scholastic site & enter our class code (it will be located on the order form) or fill out the form and send in the correct amount of money or a check made out to the appropriate book company in an envelope.  This is a great way to add to your family’s home library.
Toys:

Please have your child leave all toys, stuffed animals, trading cards, silly bands etc. at home.  They can be lost, damaged, and interfere with the learning environment.  Children will have the opportunity to share when it is their turn to be “Student of the Week.”
Student of the Week:

At the end of September we will begin having a “Student of the Week.”  Prior to their week, parents will be notified and students will bring home a poster to decorate.  During their week, their poster will be on display, they will have special jobs within the classroom, the class will put together a book for them, and they may bring in sharing.
Birthdays:

Birthdays are always exciting to share with friends.   If your child would like to bring in treats to share with the class please let us know a day or two ahead of time so that we may plan accordingly.  Please do not have your child pass out Birthday invitations at school unless they are inviting the entire class.  We will pass out goodies the last half hour of the school day.  Please let us know if your child has food allergies so that we can provide for your child.
Parent Volunteers

We are really looking forward to having parents involved and working in the classroom. Please let us know if you have a special interest/preference/or times for volunteering etc.  It will probably be a couple of weeks before we get a regular set of volunteer projects ready to go but please feel free to stop in and check the volunteer basket.  This year we are looking for parents willing to commit to volunteering for the Art Docent Program, organizing Saxon Math materials and of course we will need a Room Parent to help plan field trips, class parties and help with our class Auction project. 
If you have any questions regarding your child please do not hesitate to contact us at school, send us a note, or e-mail us at phemeon@rsarts.org or rlahey@rsart.org.    Throughout the year we will be communicating with you through the website, email, notes, newsletters, and conferences.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Hemeon & Mrs. Lahey
