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Gwinnett – Georgia’s Signer of the Declaration of Independence
	Button Gwinnett was a delegate from the state of Georgia to the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia in 1776.  He was only recently converted from loyalty to the king to the Patriots’ cause, but once convinced of the need for independence he devoted himself to politics.
	Gwinnett was born in England in 1735 to parents Reverend Samuel and Anne Gwinnett.  He was the eldest of seven children and received the best education his parents could afford.  He trained to be a merchant and began his career in England (About North Georgia).  Goodrich describes him as “…tall, and of noble and commanding appearance.  In his temper, he was irritable; yet in his language he was mild, and in his manners polite and graceful.”
	While working in Bristol, England Gwinnett married Anne Bourne in 1757 and they had three children; Amelia, Ann and Elizabeth Ann.  The Gwinnetts decided to move to America to improve the family’s fortunes and prospects (Deaton)
	The family arrived in America in 1762 and eventually settled in Savannah, Georgia.  Gwinnett tried running a store in Savannah but became frustrated with life as a merchant.  He bought land near St. Catherine’s and set himself up as a planter. He was also elected to the Georgia Commons House of Assembly in 1769.  Life as a gentleman farmer went well for him for a time, but Gwinnett found himself in financial need and had to sell all of his land and retired from public and political life (About North Georgia).
	Gwinnett was not in favor of independence from Britain as he was a part of the “planter class” and this group of people felt they needed Britain’s protection from the Indians on their borders.  By 1774 he had met Lyman Hall, another Georgia delegate to the Continental Congress, and Hall had converted Gwinnett to the Patriot’s cause (About North Georgia).
	Gwinnett accepted the position of delegate to the Second Continental Congress in Philadelphia in 1776.  He voted for independence on July 2, 1776 two days before the “fair copy” was made.  He signed the Declaration of Independence and left for Georgia (Wikipedia).  
	He returned to Georgia hoping to be named the military commander of Georgia’s militia.  Gwinnett was not awarded this position; instead it was given to his adversary, Colonel McIntosh (About North Georgia).  Gwinnett and McIntosh had become enemies earlier over business dealings and political beliefs; Gwinnett accused McIntosh of not being fervent enough in the battle for independence.  McIntosh was ultimately placed in command of the militia and Gwinnett was severely disappointed (Deaton).
	Gwinnett helped to draft the state constitution for Georgia and tried to become governor.  He was not elected governor and believed it was because of Col. McIntosh’s interference in a military campaign to invade Florida.  Gwinnett had been instrumental in having McIntosh arrested for treason because Gwinnett felt McIntosh had opposed his appointment to governor.  McIntosh was furious and challenged Gwinnett to a duel. The two dueled at a distance of twelve feet and were both wounded.  Gwinnett’s wound proved fatal and he died on May 27, 1777 (Goodrich).
	Button Gwinnett’s short life was a full roller coaster of experiences.  His business life was both successful and unsuccessful, he was apolitical until he was wholly converted to the Patriots’ cause and he was unable to obtain the political offices he thought he deserved.  He died tragically at 45 and contributed no more to the budding nation of the United States of America. “ Happy had it been for him, had his ambition been tempered with more prudence; and probably happy for his country, had his political career not been terminated in the prime of life” (Goodrich).
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