August 2011

Dear Parents and Students,  


Welcome back to RSA!  We are all extremely excited about our new school and can’t wait for the year to get started.  I am looking forward to getting to know my new students, and I am sure you are just a little nervous about having a new teacher.  This is going to be an exciting year.  You can expect it to be a little more challenging than last year with more responsibilities and even higher expectations, but I know you are all ready for the challenge.


I have a few expectations of my students.  A big part of 4th and 5th grade is learning how to be more organized.  You will need to come to school on time each day and be prepared to work.  You will be expected to arrive with homework completed and ready to turn in. There are also a few supplies that you will need.  

· You should have a binder (nothing too large) with tabbed dividers (NOT folders) that we will label together in class.  
· You may have one pencil box to keep in your desk for supplies you will use in class.

· You will need at least 3 sharpened pencils every day (not just the first day[image: image1.png]


!)

· You should also have a supply of binder paper.  Please do not use paper that is torn out of spiral notebooks unless the edges are perforated and do not leave jagged edges when you tear them out.

· Optional things to have are colored pencils, thin colored markers, a pair of scissors, and a small calculator which should fit inside your pencil box.

Please make sure that these items as well as jackets, sweatshirts, lunch boxes, and backpacks are clearly labeled with your first and last name just in case they are misplaced.  (Have you seen our Lost and Found after just two weeks of school?)

For parents who are looking for volunteer hours, I can always use help in our classroom.  I will have a list of jobs posted in my room for parents who are able to schedule a regular time to come in each week.  I have listed some of these jobs below:

· I need one parent each morning (Tuesday through Friday) to stay a few minutes after school begins to check off homework.
·  I also need a parent to come in one day a week to update Reading Logs and our Reading Chart.  
· If you prefer to make phone calls from home, occasionally I need someone I can call to help organize drivers for field trips and other special events.  
· We will also need a parent librarian to come in once a week during library time to help students check out books.  
· I need a parent who can come in on Monday mornings to copy papers for me.

· There is also a box in the classroom with “things to do” for parents who just want to drop in and see if there is anything they can help with.  
Parents, you are welcome to visit our classroom at any time.  

 I do not have a problem with parents just dropping in (as long as you have checked in at the office and I know who you are!)  If you have a question or want to schedule a meeting, please email me at jhansen@rsarts.org.  If you need to reach me at home, my number there is 275-2728.  I will be asking for your email addresses at Back to School Night.  

I am looking forward to an exciting and rewarding year with all of you at our wonderful new school.  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Hansen
