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August 2011
Mrs. Hansen’s Class

Dear Parents:
The day we have been waiting for has finally arrived!  Welcome back to school and to our awesome new campus!   I am looking forward to meeting my new class.  I would like to take this time to outline briefly my program and what we will be accomplishing this year.   

Be Organized!  Each student will be provided a daily planner to keep track of homework and other assignments.  Each day before we leave school, students will write the homework for the day in their planners.  Since assignments are copied off our homework board, they should be neatly written and spelled correctly.  For it to be a useful tool, students should keep their planner in their binder and bring it to and from school each day.  I have asked them to check off the homework assignments to indicate they have been completed and have been placed in the homework section of their binder to bring back to class.  Daily homework assignments can also be found on our classroom webpage at rsarts.org.
Supplies:   Students are expected to come to school prepared to work, so a big part of being organized is having the necessary supplies.  Each student should have a binder with index tab dividers and a supply of binder paper.  It is also important that they come to school each day with 2-3 sharpened pencils with good erasers.

Homework:  Homework will normally be given each night and turned in the following morning.  All grades will be on Aeries this year, so be sure to check every now and then to see how your child is doing and make sure there are no missing assignments.  Students will only receive half credit for assignments turned in the following week after they are due, and no credit will be given for assignments received two weeks late.
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Curriculum



Reading:


We will be doing Literature Circles for classroom reading.  During Lit Circles, in addition 



to written assignments, students discuss the stories and books they are reading with  


 
the class or with their Lit Circle group.  

Independent Reading:  Students are expected to read at home for at least 20 minutes each day.  I will be  asking them to read only Accelerated Reader books.  In the Accelerated Reading Program students read books at their reading/comprehension levels and take reading comprehension tests as soon as they finish their book.  From test scores I am able to more easily monitor reading and comprehension levels.  I will be asking students to check the A/R Level of the books they choose before they start reading to make sure they are not reading books below their grade or reading levels. The number of pages students read each day should be recorded on the bookmarks that are available in class.  Students will ask a parent to sign the bookmark after they finish their book.  Before you sign, your child should tell you something about their story.  I have asked them to read books of at least 100 pages for Independent Reading.   Students need to read at least 75 pages each week to receive an A for Independent Reading which is 40% of their total Reading grade.  They will be turning in bookmarks each Friday so I can check that they are completing this homework assignment.  (Bookmarks will be returned the same day so they will have them for weekend reading.)
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We are using the Spaulding Program for Spelling.  Your child should have spelling or vocabulary homework most nights.  Homework, Friday tests, and proofreading are all important parts of their spelling grade.  However, they may also receive spelling grades on final copies of other writing assignments. Students should be able to recognize and correct misspelled words whenever they write and use a dictionary when they are unsure of how a word is spelled.  Please encourage your child to spell correctly on all homework assignments not just spelling!


Music:                All students have music daily with Mr. Burkett.
Art: [image: image3.wmf] All students will have art with Mrs. Brown every Thursday and Friday.    
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 Our Social Studies theme this year is U.S. History.  We will be learning about our country beginning with geography and then move on to explorers, colonization, and revolution.  Since I have 4th graders, we will also spend some on the history of California at the end of the year.
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 For Science we will begin by studying geology and plate tectonics.  Later, we will learn about plants and electricity.  The scientific process and sustainability will be ongoing themes throughout the year.
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Students will be writing reports, stories, poetry, and short journals.  Emphasis is placed on paragraph structure, complex sentences that add detail, and show-not-tell descriptions, along with correct punctuation, grammar, and spelling.  
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 Students have been placed in math classes according to their skill level.  The first few weeks of school, teachers evaluate these placements and make changes when necessary.  However, if you feel your child has been inappropriately placed, please contact their math teacher to let them know of your concerns.  

Thank you for coming!  With your involvement, I am sure this will be a rewarding year for your child.  Please be sure to check out our classroom website at rsarts.org!  This year we have voice mail. I will be checking for messages during electives at 1:00 and again after school.  You may also email me anytime at jhansen@rsarts.org.  
