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                    Welcome to Second/Third Grade


  Ms. Kaliterna


      Room 25
Dear Students and Parents,

I am so excited to welcome you to a fantastic new school year here at Redding School of the Arts.  Hope you had a wonderful summer and you’re ready for a new year of learning and growing.

This year our school theme will focus on the Pacific West.  We’ll start with geography of the Americas, move into the native people of North America, investigate the explorers who came west, then move into the missions, Mexican California, statehood, the Gold Rush, the Westward Expansion, immigration, transportation, and California agriculture and industry.  Some of the science units will include:  plants, weather, magnetism, energy, light, sound and sustainability.
Positive and open communication between parents and teachers is essential.  I will be in contact through notes, phone calls, newsletters, our classroom webpage on rsarts.org, report cards, and parent/teacher conferences.  I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns at any time.  We can make an appointment to talk before or after school.  Please feel free to call me at school at 247-6933, send a note with your child, or email me at dkaliterna@rsarts.org or DMKaliterna@charter.net.  

Regular and prompt attendance is crucial to everyone’s success.  If you plan to do an independent study of two days or more, it is your responsibility to let the office know the dates of the absences in advance.  If you plan to pick up your child early from the classroom, you need to sign your child out in the RSA office before coming to the classroom to pick up your child.  

The first recess of the day is Snack Recess.  You may send a healthy snack with your child.  Your child may also bring a water bottle to school. 

A homework folder will be sent home Monday through Thursday.  Along with the weekly homework packet and nightly math sheet, you will find important notes from the school and from our classroom.  Please keep school notes at home.  Send back your child’s homework & folder daily.  Spelling word lists can be found on our class website.  (Go to rsarts.org, then contact information, then click on my name.)

A lunch program is provided for students who wish to purchase lunch from the cafeteria.  Two choices are offered each day.  Free & reduced lunches are offered to students who qualify for that program.  A form will be sent home for you to fill out. A menu will be posted monthly on the rsarts.org website.  

When sending money with your child to school, please enclose it in a sealed envelope with your child’s first and last name on it, my name and classroom number 

(Kaliterna – Room 25) and indicate what the money is for (lunch order, book order, yearbook, etc.).  Please put the envelope in your child’s homework folder.

We would love to have your help in and out of our classroom.  A volunteer signup sheet will be included in the papers coming home the first day of school.  I will complete the final schedule for volunteers within the first few weeks.  Classroom jobs can include:  reading with students, working with reading groups or math groups, checking in homework, filing, assembling and stuffing homework folders, performing room parent duties, organizing field trips, coordinating book orders, and so much more.  When volunteering at the school, you must sign in at the office and obtain a volunteer sticker.  Remember to record your hours worked on your volunteer sheet.  

Once a month your child will be bringing home book orders.  If you wish to order, please fill out the form and send in the correct amount of money or a check made out to Scholastic Books in an envelope.  This is an inexpensive way to add to your family’s home library.

Birthdays are special occasions for children.  If your child wishes, he/she may bring treats for the class on his/her birthday.  If you contact me a day or two in advance, I can give you an exact number of children in the class and let you know what class time can be set aside for the celebration.  If you can send along napkins as well, that would be greatly appreciated.

Attached to this letter is a list of school supplies that would be helpful for your child to have here in the classroom.  Supplies will be stockpiled in the room so they’re available when needed.  Personal supplies such as crayons, markers, erasers, etc. will be kept in your child’s desk.  A small pencil box is essential to hold your child’s supplies.
I am looking forward to a great year working with you and your child.  I appreciate your support of RSA and our classroom.  

Sincerely,
Danielle Kaliterna               [image: image2.emf]]
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Second/Third Grade Teacher

Room 25      
