September Newsletter

Ms Krupit’s Class

Our homeroom this year has 30 fifth graders, but this number could change over the year.  I will meet with every student to roughly determine their reading level.  Then I will go through the class again more thoroughly to check on comprehension too.   I always have a personal choice part of my reading program.  This way each student can read on their reading level and, hopefully, make significant growth.  Plus, the students have a chance to read books of their own choosing (on their reading level) for school credit.  In conjunction with the personal reading, there is a book report requirement.  I expect the students to read the equivalent of two books each month (which may be accomplished with one long book), and do book reports on them.  September is the exception, since the students didn’t have the entire month at school.  Therefore, one book report is all that is required for this month.  Each month I will require a particular type of book report, usually from the alternative book report list I gave the students and the parents at Back-to-School night.  This list may also be found on the website, but isn’t needed to be successful in this class.  The other book report can be any kind that they like.  
This month’s book report requirement is number 15 on the alternative book report list.  I will expect a complete sentence for each letter of the title (not just a phrase).  Correct spelling and grammar is required.   I expect the book reports to be done on books that are at the student’s reading level.  With some students, who read on a very high reading level, I will accept books below their level, but never above. If you are one of those students, I will tell you so personally.   Every book report must also have on it the title of the book, the author, and the number of pages (besides the student’s name).  The first book report must be completed, and accepted by me, by the morning of September 30th.  A rough estimate of the number of pages I expect per reading level for a book report to be counted as a full book is as follows: 3rd grade – 120 to 140; 4th grade – 140 to 160 pages; 5th grade – 160 to 180 pages; 6th grade – 180 to 200 pages; and 7th grade – 200 to 220 pages.
We will begin history this year with geography.  We will learn the basics of a globe, the seven continents, the four major oceans, and how to read a simple map or chart.  After this we will begin our first unit of history: explorers of the United States.  Our first science unit will be Earth movements and the layers of the Earth.   This topic will go nicely with our first family field trip to Lassen Park on September 16th. 

If any of you have expertise, cool stuff to share with the class, or know someone who is knowledgeable on these topics, please let me know.  Then we can set a mutually convenient time for you to come into the class to present.


Back-to-School night was a wonderful success.  All but three families came.  If there any items that I didn’t cover or new questions that you have come up with, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

I give rewards at the end of the week for having successfully turned in all of the assigned work.  It is a combination of candy and prizes.  I can always use assistance in having enough of both on hand.  I also take photos of random activities in the classroom.  After the photos hang in the classroom for a bit, I sent them home with an appropriate student.  


I run an open door policy.  All of you are welcome in the classroom anytime you like.  If you would like to work, I’ll even have work for you to do.  The only time I would need you to call for an appointment is if you need to talk with me.  During class time, I am rather focused on the students.  I hope that you won’t have a problem with that.  

If you have something to share with me outside of school hours, don’t hesitate to call me at home (223-1473).  I also don’t mind if the students call me there for quick questions that will help make them more successful.  You may also e-mail me at akrupit@rsarts.org.  I check my e-mails every school day morning and at various times throughout the day.   

Thanks!



