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Welcome to a new school year!  I am very excited to teach music to your children this year.  This is my fourth year teaching music at RSA and it has been a wonderful journey so far.  Our thematic approach to education also applies to the music curriculum.   Therefore, this year we will be studying songs, games, and dances from Africa, Asia, and Early Europe (Renaissance Period).  These areas of study have so much to offer musically and your child will get many unique experiences learning about these cultures.

My curriculum follows the California State Standards.  The Orff approach to music education allows all participants to learn in a joyful atmosphere.  Children use there own creativity, which allows for musical growth at a comfortable pace for each individual.  The following essential elements of music are being taught in an experiential way, simultaneously with the songs, games and dances so that the younger student gets a rounded music education:
· Dynamics

· Tempo

· Beat/Meter

· Rhythm

· Melody

· Texture

· Form/Structure

· Style/Background

We use Orff instruments such as Xylophones, Metalophones, and percussion instruments to enhance the overall musical experience.

If you have any questions about music please feel free to find me at school or contact me through my email (dnewell@rsarts.org).
