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** 2012 **  HAPPY NEW YEAR !  ** 2012 **
Hi, Folks, friends & first-graders:
If 2011 had not ended, 2012 could not have begun. It’s that way in all of life. Endings must come before new beginnings can start. Oh how we all love those new beginnings! But endings can be mixed. Sometimes our endings bring a sigh of relief. And sometimes they’re confusing, and painful. Either way, endings will always come. To embrace the cycles of life we must get used to endings. 2012 is going to be an AWESOME year, folks!!
RETURN TO SCHOOL -- CHANGES TO THE CLASSROOM
I’m hoping your little darlings are eager and ready to return to school on Wednesday. Upon returning, they will notice a change to the classroom. Whereas students have been primarily used to sitting in rows and working with a partner, I now have placed them in table groups. For the remaining two trimesters of the school year, your child will undergo a process of group-work training. To do this, I have created 5 table groups, each named after one of the five Chinese Elements: 金(metal), 木 (wood), 水 (water),  火 (fire), and 土 (earth)。This is my convenient and fun way to refer to the groups using simple Chinese characters with which the kids are already familiar. Some of the primary objectives achieved under such group dynamics is the opportunity to build good character skills in the children, and to allow “cross-pollination” of skills to more readily take place. As I continue to work with and learn more about each child’s skill-set and academic needs, I will attempt to place children with classmates who will, hopefully, enable them to thrive in areas where they may feel weak. 
THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON IS UPON US
Chinese New Year falls on January 23rd this year – the YEAR OF THE DRAGON. The Mandarin Program classrooms will focus on celebrating the event in our own classrooms this year. Ms. Fernandez and I will be working on creating a small group rotation schedule between our two classrooms. Parents are encouraged to attend the Mandarin Support Committee meeting on Jan. 10th if any of you would like to be involved in planning the lessons, events, etc. of this day. Please come and add your creative input to allow the kids to have a fun, festive, and rich Chinese cultural experience that day.
NINTH ANNUAL MULTI-CULTURAL DAY CELEBRATION
Also, the students of my Mandarin classes and Miss Song’s students will be learning a Chinese New Year song which we will be presenting at the Annual Multi-Cultural Day Celebration on Jan. 28th. Any child wishing to perform on this day is encouraged to do so. But space is limited. So, this is open to the first 20 to 30 kids from the combined classes who let Miss Song or I know they will show up to sing on Sat., Jan. 28th at Central Valley High School.

We are approaching the end of our Chinese text, Vol. 1. This week, we will be reviewing all the previous lessons, with their content and characters. One lesson remains in Vol. 1 – Lesson 11, which we’ll begin the week of Jan. 9th. Also, we have some new digital curriculum to add to the Mandarin menu: Q-TALK. This is a program which is strong in helping children develop Mandarin speaking skills using visual picture-prompts. Actually, most of the children were exposed to the O-TALK card system last year in Miss Kang’s class, so it is not all that unfamiliar. 
Over the course of the next trimester, for those students who choose to pay attention and to be involved, I’m expecting the payoff in Mandarin speaking proficiency should be quite impressive. 
No matter what may have happened in 2011 to us personally, to our country or economy, or whatever, it’s nice to know that we can put those things behind us now and embrace 2012 with excited expectations of great things to come!! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Nothing slows a runner down like a heavy backpack.  Be sure to leave the parts of 2011 behind that will only be excess baggage in 2012. 


Wishing Winter Wellness & New Year Cheer to One and All !!
Mr. Dressel  “Teacher Mai” 麦老师 
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