Chinese “Textbook Talk”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our Chinese textbook is, MASTERING CHINESE LANGUAGE and CULTURE. Chinese Homework:  Character writing sheet for Lessons 7,8, &  9  (12/05  --  12/09)
Lessons 7 & 8 words: 木(wood),  米 (rice),  禾 (unharvested grain), 竹 (bamboo), 花 (flower),  草 (grass), 天空 (sky),  太阳 (sun),  月亮 (moon),  星星 (star), 白 (white), and 黑 (black).
This week, (12/05) for Lesson 9, your child will bring home this new set of Chinese character cards:  风 (wind)， 雨(rain)， 雪 (snow)， 云 (cloud)，电 (electricity)，春 (Spring)，and  来了(to come).
***  WE ARE CREATING ONE NEW SENTENCE EACH DAY USING THE CHARACTERS FROM EACH LESSON.  YOUR CHILD IS LEARNING THE RUDIMENTS OF CHINESE SENTENCE WRITING !!  ***
Volume 1 has 11 lessons. We will complete 2 volumes this year. Each lesson has from seven to ten new Chinese characters to learn. These books will remain at school, but there is a CD-ROM that accompanies each volume. Your child will be bringing the CD-ROM home to use for homework (i.e. reviewing each lesson). These CDs will be on loan to your child and their return at the end of the school year will be required and expected. 
FROM TIME TO TIME, YOUR CHILD WILL BE ASSESSED ON THEIR ABILITY TO WRITE THE CHINESE CHARACTERS THEY ARE LEARNING FROM MEMORY. IF YOUR CHILD HAS BEEN DOING THE CHINESE CHARACTER  HOMEWORK, THEY SHOULD HAVE LITTL E PROBLEM DOING WELL ON THESE  IN-CLASS “SPELLING”  TESTS.
Chinese Flash Cards:
Each student will also receive a set of Chinese flash cards with each lesson. These, they may keep and take home.  As parent, please encourage your child to use these cards daily to study and review, otherwise, they will be wasted, and the opportunity to master any new Chinese words, will be an unrealized goal. One suggestion for consistently using the cards to review reading and writing is to place them in the car and have your child study 10 minutes to school and 10 minutes going home. However you decide how and when your child will use these cards, a consistent DAILY exposure is best. They will be tested in class on their ability to both recognize and write the characters correctly. Previous and current week character lists follow:
Lesson 1:	Lesson 2	Lesson 3	Lesson 4       Lesson 5 & 6     Lesson 7          Lesson  8
一，二,	日，月 	大，小	人，头	手，足	木		天空
三，四，	水，火 	上，中	口，舌	男，女	米		太阳
五，六，	山，石 	下，多	牙，耳	牛，马	禾		月亮
七，八，	田，土 	少		目		羊，虫	竹		星星
九，十			中国				鸟		花，草	黑，白
UPDATE (10/31) --------
Using the Chinese characters your child has learned so far, he/she has written the following Chinese sentences, among many others, in their daily writing journal: 
1。我明天上山去. Tomorrow, I will go up to the mountain.
2。今天是下雨天. Today is a rainy day.
3。今天不是下雨天. Today isn’t a rainy day.
4。今天又是下雨天. Today, once again, is a rainy day.
5。我的生日是几月几日？When is my birthday?
6。我的生日是___月___日. My birthday is  ___ month ___ day.
7。中国的人口多，中国的人口不少！There’s sure a lot of people in China!
8。我的头( 手 ) 大，我的手( 头 ) 小。My head (hands) is big; my hands (head) are small.
With each new lesson, your child is also learning/reviewing correct Mandarin tones and character-stroke order.  Please watch that your child is following the correct stroke- order sequence when doing the Chinese character writing homework sheets !!
Your child was given the CD-ROM version of our Chinese textbook to repeatedly review lessons, words and concepts taught in class. In class, I will often use the CD-ROM to introduce the lessons, activities and games contained on it and explain how to use it. When problems or questions about its use arise at home, please email me. 
When your child places the CD in the computer, it will go through its start-up animation. Once finished, simply use your mouse to click on the page. It will then open up to the lesson choices. For play and review, at this point, it would be best if your child sticks to the lesson we are currently working on in class. They are free to go back and practice, play, and review previous lessons at any time. So, for example, if your child clicks on “Lesson Two,” they will see three yellow labels: (1) 课文 Textbook vocabulary review (2) 写字 Chinese character writing (3) 练习Practice games section.
On Mondays, (or in the event of a holiday, the 1st school day of each week) your child will also be bringing home a sheet of Chinese Characters to use to practice writing the correct stroke order of the words he/she is learning.  One side will have the characters from the previous week’s lesson for review. Side two will have the characters we are learning this week for review.  I will give students 4 days to complete the homework task. Return the finished page by Friday each week. Your child will be held responsible to return the homework sheets to school by Friday morning so that I may track the completion of this required homework each week. As parent, I will leave you with the choice of whether you want your child to practice writing the characters even more than this. I did not wish to overburden students, or discourage them in any way. 
Dear parents, as with anything new, it takes time to form good study habits and to stoke the flames of ambition and motivation in the heart of your child. Find ways to encourage and maintain excitement about learning Chinese so that it becomes something they look forward to doing each day. With persistence, consistency, and determination, your child can succeed!!
