Parent Volunteer Opportunities
As many of you are no doubt eager to start your 40 hours of volunteering,  I wanted to share with you some opportunities to get you on your way.
Firstly, as far as coming into the classroom to help, I wish to tell you that my desire is to make your child’s Chinese immersion experience in my class as rich as possible. Therefore, inviting parents to come in and help with small group instruction in English seems counter-productive to this goal. Don’t get me wrong, I welcome your help, but I’m wondering how this will work best in a Chinese-speaking classroom where they shouldn’t hear a word of English spoken.
Are there plenty of other ways to get your 40 hours of volunteering at RSA? Yes, indeed!! I will list some of the current opportunities in need of your help. I am in need of:
I. 
· A Room Parent (coordinates celebrations and events)
· A Field Trip Coordinator (arranges drivers and helps to organize details)	
Job taken by Annette Osbourne.  Thank You!!
· Field Trip Drivers  (occasional transport of children in a safe, insured vehicle)
· PTC Liaison (Attends PTC meetings and keeps the teacher informed)              

Please email me at mdressel@rsarts.org about interest in any of these volunteer opportunities

II. Other at-school ways to help your child’s classroom include the following jobs in need of faithful helpers:

· Morning and / or Pre-Pick-Up time Student Folders Unloader & Stuffer ( Perhaps 20 - 30 min. of your time each day to take out homework, record it, and stuff school materials from the front office into student folders ).  Job taken by Carla Gambino. Thank you!!
· [bookmark: _GoBack]After School “Busy-Lizzy” Annette Osbourne (This person spends 10 – 20 min. two to three times a week after school to wipe top of desks, put chairs up, sharpen pencils, and clean white board.)

Please email me at mdressel@rsarts.org about interest in any of these volunteer opportunities.
Current Classroom Needs

· Class Treasure Box contributions ( items from 50 cents to $1.00 )
· Donations any unused laminating pouches you may have lying around your house for classroom projects.
· Two sets of curtains, one to be used to create a puppet stage , the second to dress up and hide the under-sink area.
· Obtaining and donating discarded manila file folders. (Those with connections to doctor’s offices, hospitals, etc. might be able to obtain and recycle these for educational project use in class).
Ongoing At-Home Parent Project
(I) Picture File Collector / Creator -- In books, magazines, and other printed materials, a parent stays on the lookout for high-quality color pictures, preferably 5 x 7 or larger, relating to our current RSA Social Studies theme (California), or even relating to previous year themes (i.e. Ancient Civilizations, Medieval Times, China & Asia) whether pictures of current or historical California. Of particular importance are pictures of Shasta county, historical Redding and its surroundings.  Thrift shops and yard sales can be gold mines for locating cheap materials.
Also look for Science-related pictures this year. Topics will include:  Investigation, Environment –Recycling & Green School concepts, Weather Observation/Measurement,  Sun-Energy Water Cycle, Properties of Matter, Electricity Storage, Light & Sound Investigation, Pictures of children engaged in experiments, the Scientific Method, Magnetism, Plants, Silkworms / Life Cycle.
The Web of course will be a prime resource for the class, but oftentimes pictures are especially apropos in small group instruction to relate concepts pictorially. Log the time you use to search for, cut out, and file pictures suitable for use in our instruction. Email me or talk to me if you have questions about what is suitable.  As a general rule of thumb, the more simplistic the picture, the better.  It must communicate pictorially WITHOUT the use of English.  In general, any high-quality pictures which depict everyday household items, foods, clothing, etc. which you feel would communicate a concept or action to students learning  a foreign language is desired for inclusion in this picture file. No batteries or electricity needed, folks. Analog rules!!





